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Abstract

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by the United Nations in 2015, provide a global
framework for addressing poverty, inequality, environmental degradation, and economic challenges by
2030. Economic education plays a crucial role in achieving these goals by equipping individuals with
knowledge, skills, and values necessary for sustainable decision-making. This paper explores the
relationship between SDGs and economic education, emphasizing how education can foster responsible
citizenship, inclusive growth, and sustainable development. It also examines challenges and policy

recommendations for integrating SDGs into economic curricula.

1. Introduction

The world today faces multiple challenges such as climate change, poverty, unemployment, and inequality.
To address these issues, the United Nations introduced 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) under the

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Economic education helps individuals understand:
Resource allocation

Economic sustainability

Social responsibility

Environmental impact

Thus, economic education becomes a powerful tool in achieving sustainable development.
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2. Concept of Sustainable Development

The term “Sustainable Development” was popularized by the World Commission on Environment and

Development in 1987.
Definition:

Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to

meet their own needs.

Three Pillars:

Economic Sustainability
Social Sustainability
Environmental Sustainability

3. Overview of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

The SDGs consist of 17 goals, including:

No Poverty

Zero Hunger

Good Health and Well-being

Quality Education

Gender Equality

Clean Water and Sanitation

Decent Work and Economic Growth

Climate Action

These goals aim to create a balanced and inclusive global development model.

4. Concept of Economic Education

Economic education refers to the teaching of economic concepts, principles, and decision-making skills.
Objectives:

Promote financial literacy

Develop critical thinking

Encourage sustainable consumption

Understand global economic issues
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It helps individuals make informed economic choices in daily life.

5. Link between SDGs and Economic Education

Economic education directly supports several SDGs:

a. SDG 4: Quality Education

Economic education enhances knowledge and lifelong learning.
b. SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

It promotes entrepreneurship and employability skills.

c. SDG 12: Responsible Consumption

Teaches efficient use of resources.

d. SDG 13: Climate Action

Encourages environmentally responsible decisions.

6. Role of Economic Education in Achieving SDGs

1. Promoting Financial Literacy

Helps people manage income, savings, and investments effectively.
2. Encouraging Sustainable Consumption

Educates individuals about reducing waste and conserving resources.
3. Reducing Poverty and Inequality

Supports inclusive growth and better job opportunities.

4. Supporting Policy Awareness

Creates informed citizens who can support sustainable policies.

5. Fostering Innovation and Entrepreneurship

Encourages start-ups and sustainable business models.

7. Challenges in Integrating SDGs with Economic Education

Lack of awareness among students and teachers
Outdated curriculum

Limited practical exposure

Inequality in access to education

Insufficient government support
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8. Strategies and Policy Recommendations

1. Curriculum Reform

Include SDGs in school and college syllabi.

2. Teacher Training

Train educators in sustainability concepts.

3. Use of Technology

Promote digital learning platforms.

4. Practical Learning

Encourage case studies, fieldwork, and projects.

5. Government and Institutional Support

Policies should support SDG-based education initiatives.

9. Case Study: India and SDGs

India has actively adopted SDGs through programs like:

Skill India

Digital India

Swachh Bharat Mission

Economic education plays a key role in spreading awareness and achieving these goals at grassroots levels.

10. Conclusion

Sustainable Development Goals provide a roadmap for a better future, but achieving them requires active
participation from individuals and institutions. Economic education is essential in building awareness,
responsibility, and skills needed for sustainable development. Integrating SDGs into economic education can

lead to a more inclusive, equitable, and environmentally sustainable world.
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