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Abstract 

This paper studies higher education reforms under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 with special 

reference to Andhra Pradesh. NEP 2020 aims to improve the quality of education and prepare students for the 

future needs of the country. Higher education plays an important role in national development. The vision of 

Vikshit Bharat 2047 focuses on making India a developed nation through education, research, and 

innovation.The policy introduces important changes in curriculum design, teaching methods, and assessment 

systems. It promotes multidisciplinary education, digital learning, and skill-based training. These reforms aim 

to make students more competent and employable. NEP 2020 also supports equity and inclusion by providing 

better access to higher education for all sections of society.This study explains the major reforms related to 

universities and colleges in Andhra Pradesh. It discusses how institutions can adopt digital tools, flexible 

learning paths, and research-oriented education. The paper focuses on how higher education institutions can 

support the long-term goals of Vikshit Bharat 2047.The study is based on secondary data collected from 

government reports, policy documents, and academic publications. It follows a descriptive and analytical 

approach. The purpose of the study is to understand the significance of NEP 2020 reforms in strengthening 

higher education in the state.The findings suggest that successful implementation of NEP 2020 can improve 

the quality of higher education in Andhra Pradesh. It can help in developing skilled human resources and 

promoting innovation. The study concludes that higher education reforms are essential for social and economic 

progress. Strong policy support and proper execution are needed to achieve the vision of Vikshit Bharat 2047. 
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Introduction 

Education is the base of social and economic development. Higher education helps in creating skilled and 

knowledgeable citizens. It supports innovation, research, and employment. A strong higher education system 

is necessary for national growth. In India, higher education has expanded rapidly in recent years. However, 

many problems still exist. These problems include quality of teaching, outdate curriculum, lack of practical 

skills, and unequal access to education.To solve these problems, the Government of India introduced the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. This policy brings major changes in the structure and functioning of 



ICSSR-SRC Sponsored TWO DAY NATIONAL SEMINAR ON EMPOWERING HIGHER EDUCATION IN ANDHRA         
PRADESH: NEP 2020 AND THE JOURNEY TO VIKSIT BHARAT @ 2047 

 © 2026 IJRAR April 2026, Volume 13, Issue 2                     www.ijrar.org (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138) 

Organised by: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, S.R.R & C.V.R GOVERNMENT DEGREE COLLEGE(A), 

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, India.  

IJRAR1EXP004 International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) www.ijrar.org 20 
 

higher education. It focuses on improving learning outcomes and making education more flexible. NEP 2020 

promotes multidisciplinary education. It allows students to study different subjects together. It also supports 

skill-based learning and vocational education. These changes aim to make students more capable and 

confident. 

Digital education is an important part of NEP 2020. The policy encourages the use of technology in teaching 

and learning. Online platforms and digital resources help students learn anytime and anywhere. Digital tools 

also improve access to education for students in rural and remote areas. This helps in reducing inequality in 

higher education.The vision of Vikshit Bharat 2047 aims to make India a developed nation by the year 2047. 

Education plays a central role in this vision. Higher education institutions are expected to prepare students for 

future challenges. They must develop critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills. They also need 

to promote research and innovation for national progress.Andhra Pradesh is working to implement the reforms 

suggested under NEP 2020. Universities and colleges in the state are adopting new academic frameworks and 

digital learning methods. Teacher training programs are also being strengthened. These efforts aim to improve 

the quality of higher education and student performance. Special attention is given to inclusion and equal 

opportunity for all learners. 

This paper studies higher education reforms in Andhra Pradesh under NEP 2020. It explains the main features 

of the policy related to higher education. It also discusses how these reforms support the goal of Vikshit Bharat 

2047. The study is based on secondary data such as government reports, policy documents, and academic 

literature. The paper provides a theoretical understanding of higher education reforms and their role in national 

development. 

Review of Literature 

Kumar (2020) provided a critical review of NEP 2020 and explained its main objectives. The study stated that 

the policy aims to improve quality, access, and equity in higher education. It also highlighted the importance 

of restructuring curriculum and promoting multidisciplinary learning. 

Tilak (2021) discussed reforms in higher education under NEP 2020. The author pointed out that governance, 

funding, and quality assurance are major areas of concern. The study emphasized that higher education 

institutions must adopt new teaching methods and assessment systems to meet global standards. It also 

suggested that strong policy support is needed for effective implementation. 

Aithal and Aithal (2020) analyzed NEP 2020 with reference to its goals and expected outcomes. Their study 

explained that the policy supports flexibility in education and encourages students to choose subjects from 

different disciplines. They also observed that NEP 2020 promotes research and innovation in universities. The 

authors concluded that proper planning and execution are necessary for achieving the policy objectives. 

Sharma (2021) focused on digital transformation in higher education under NEP 2020. The study showed that 

online learning platforms and digital tools can improve access to education. It also stated that digital education 

helps students learn independently and improves academic participation. However, the study mentioned 

challenges such as lack of digital infrastructure and limited technical skills among teachers and students. 

Agarwal (2020) examined the challenges and opportunities in Indian higher education after NEP 2020. The 

author highlighted the importance of institutional autonomy and quality teaching. The study explained that 

reforms must focus on student-centered learning and employability. It also stressed the need for collaboration 

between universities and industries. 
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Mishra and Mohanty (2021) studied skill development and employability under NEP 2020. Their research 

showed that vocational education and practical training play an important role in preparing students for jobs. 

They suggested that internships and industry linkages should be strengthened to improve career opportunities 

for graduates. 

Singh and Srivastava (2022) discussed multidisciplinary education and curriculum reforms in higher 

education. Their study stated that combining arts, science, and professional subjects helps students gain broad 

knowledge. It also improves creativity and problem-solving ability. The authors supported the idea that 

multidisciplinary education is necessary for future-ready learners. 

NITI Aayog (2022) published a report on the role of education in achieving the vision of Vikshit Bharat 2047. 

The report explained that higher education is a key driver of national development. It emphasized the 

importance of research, innovation, and skilled manpower for economic growth. 

Reddy and Rao (2022) studied the implementation of NEP 2020 in Andhra Pradesh. Their research highlighted 

efforts in curriculum reform, teacher training, and digital education. The study also identified challenges such 

as infrastructure gaps and limited awareness among stakeholders. They concluded that state-level action is 

essential for successful policy implementation. 

The Government of Andhra Pradesh (2021) released a status report on higher education reforms under NEP 

2020. The report explained steps taken to improve academic quality and digital learning in universities and 

colleges. It also showed that special focus is given to inclusion and equal opportunity for students from 

different backgrounds. 

Overall, the literature shows that NEP 2020 has strong potential to transform higher education in India. Most 

studies agree that quality improvement, digital education, and skill development are central to the policy. 

However, limited research directly connects higher education reforms in Andhra Pradesh with the vision of 

Vikshit Bharat 2047. This gap justifies the need for the present study. 

Need and Significance of the Study 

Higher education plays an important role in national development. In recent years, many changes have been 

introduced through the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. These reforms aim to improve quality, access, 

and relevance of higher education. It is important to understand how these reforms are implemented at the 

state level.Andhra Pradesh is taking steps to adopt NEP 2020 in universities and colleges. However, there is 

a need to study these reforms in a systematic manner. This study helps in understanding the major features of 

higher education reforms under NEP 2020. It also explains their importance in achieving the vision of Vikshit 

Bharat 2047.The study is significant because it highlights the role of higher education institutions in building 

skilled and responsible citizens. It helps educators and policy makers to know the strengths and weaknesses 

of the present reform process. The study also provides useful information for teachers, students, and 

administrators. It can support better planning and decision making in higher education.This study contributes 

to academic knowledge by giving a theoretical understanding of higher education reforms. It also helps in 

identifying challenges in implementation. The findings of the study can be used for future research and policy 

improvement. 

 

 

 



ICSSR-SRC Sponsored TWO DAY NATIONAL SEMINAR ON EMPOWERING HIGHER EDUCATION IN ANDHRA         
PRADESH: NEP 2020 AND THE JOURNEY TO VIKSIT BHARAT @ 2047 

 © 2026 IJRAR April 2026, Volume 13, Issue 2                     www.ijrar.org (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138) 

Organised by: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, S.R.R & C.V.R GOVERNMENT DEGREE COLLEGE(A), 

Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, India.  

IJRAR1EXP004 International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) www.ijrar.org 22 
 

Scope of the Study 

The scope of the study is limited to higher education reforms under NEP 2020. It focuses only on universities 

and colleges in Andhra Pradesh. The study mainly discusses reforms related to curriculum structure, teaching 

methods, digital education, and skill development.The study is based on secondary data collected from 

government reports, policy documents, and published research articles. It does not include primary data such 

as surveys or interviews. The study is theoretical in nature and aims to explain policy features and reform 

measures.The scope also includes the role of higher education in achieving the vision of Vikshit Bharat 2047. 

It examines how reforms can support national development goals through education.The study does not cover 

school education reforms under NEP 2020. It also does not focus on technical details of implementation at 

individual institutions. The scope is limited to a general and conceptual understanding of higher education 

reforms in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

 To study the main features of higher education reforms introduced under NEP 2020. 

 To examine the role of higher education institutions in implementing NEP 2020 in Andhra Pradesh. 

 To understand the importance of digital learning and skill development in higher education under 

NEP 2020. 

 To analyze how higher education reforms support the vision of Vikshit Bharat 2047. 

 To identify the challenges in implementing NEP 2020 reforms in higher education institutions. 

 To suggest measures for improving the effectiveness of higher education reforms in Andhra Pradesh 

Research Methodology 

This study is descriptive and analytical in nature. It is based on secondary data only. No primary data has been 

collected for this study. The study mainly uses published sources of information.Data has been collected from 

government reports, policy documents, journals, books, and research articles related to higher education and 

NEP 2020. Official publications of the Government of India and the Government of Andhra Pradesh have also 

been used. Online educational portals and academic websites were referred for relevant information.The 

method of analysis is qualitative. The collected data is organized and studied in a systematic manner. Important 

ideas and concepts related to higher education reforms are identified and explained. The study focuses on 

understanding the key features of NEP 2020 and their relevance to higher education in Andhra Pradesh.The 

study follows a theoretical approach. It does not use statistical tools or numerical analysis. The emphasis is on 

explaining policy reforms and their role in achieving the vision of Vikshit Bharat 2047. 

Findings of the Study 

1. Major Reforms in Higher Education under NEP 2020 

The study finds that NEP 2020 has brought major reforms in higher education. These reforms aim to improve 

the quality of education. The policy focuses on flexible learning and student-centered education. Universities 

and colleges are encouraged to change their curriculum and teaching methods. These reforms help students to 

gain better knowledge and skills. 
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2. Importance of Multidisciplinary Education 

Multidisciplinary education is an important feature of NEP 2020. Students are allowed to study subjects from 

different disciplines. This helps them to develop broad understanding and creativity. It also improves critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills. Students are no longer limited to only one subject area. This makes 

education more useful for future careers. 

3. Growth of Digital Learning 

Digital learning has increased after the introduction of NEP 2020. Universities and colleges are using online 

platforms for teaching. Digital tools help students to learn from anywhere and at any time. This is useful for 

students in rural and remote areas. Online classes and digital content have improved access to higher 

education. 

4. Focus on Skill Development and Employability 

Skill development is given high importance under NEP 2020. Practical training and internships are 

encouraged. These help students to become job-ready. Vocational and professional courses are promoted in 

higher education. This reduces the gap between education and employment. Students gain both theoretical 

and practical knowledge. 

5. Implementation of Reforms in Andhra Pradesh 

Higher education institutions in Andhra Pradesh are taking steps to implement NEP 2020. Curriculum 

revisions are being carried out in many universities and colleges. Teacher training programs are introduced to 

improve teaching quality. Digital education methods are also adopted. These efforts show progress in 

implementing higher education reforms. 

6. Support to the Vision of Vikshit Bharat 2047 

The study finds that higher education reforms support the vision of Vikshit Bharat 2047. Education helps in 

creating skilled human resources. Research and innovation are encouraged under NEP 2020. These factors 

contribute to national development. Higher education institutions play a key role in achieving this long-term 

goal. 

7. Promotion of Access and Inclusion 

NEP 2020 gives importance to equal access to education. Students from different social and economic 

backgrounds are supported. Digital learning helps students who cannot attend regular classes. Scholarships 

and support programs improve participation in higher education. This promotes social justice and inclusion. 

8. Infrastructure and Resource Challenges 

The study finds that some institutions face infrastructure problems. Digital facilities are not equally available 

in all colleges. Internet connectivity is poor in some rural areas. Lack of modern classrooms and laboratories 

affects teaching quality. These challenges slow down the implementation of reforms. 
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9. Awareness and Training Needs 

Awareness about NEP 2020 is increasing among teachers and students. However, many still do not fully 

understand the policy. Training programs and workshops are required. Teachers need guidance to use new 

teaching methods. Students also need orientation about new academic structures. 

10. Need for Strong Planning and Policy Support 

The study shows that proper planning is necessary for success. Government support plays an important role 

in reform implementation. Clear guidelines are needed for universities and colleges. Continuous monitoring 

is also required. Strong coordination between institutions and authorities can improve the results of NEP 2020 

reforms. 

Suggestions 

1. Strengthening Digital Infrastructure 

Universities and colleges should improve their digital facilities. Internet connectivity must be made available 

in all institutions. Smart classrooms and online learning platforms should be developed. Students in rural and 

remote areas should be given access to digital devices. This will help in effective implementation of NEP 2020 

reforms. 

2. Training and Capacity Building of Teachers 

Teachers should be given regular training programs. They need guidance on new teaching methods and digital 

tools. Workshops and refresher courses should be organized. This will improve teaching quality and student 

learning outcomes. Well-trained teachers can support reforms better. 

3. Curriculum Revision and Multidisciplinary Approach 

Curriculum should be updated as per NEP 2020 guidelines. Subjects from different disciplines should be 

combined. Practical and skill-based courses should be added. This will help students gain broad knowledge 

and useful skills. Curriculum design must focus on future career needs. 

4. Promotion of Skill Development and Industry Linkages 

Universities and colleges should work with industries. Internship and training programs should be 

strengthened. Students should be exposed to real work environments. Skill-based education will improve 

employability. This will reduce the gap between education and employment. 

5. Awareness Programs for Students and Stakeholders 

Awareness about NEP 2020 should be increased. Orientation programs should be conducted for students and 

teachers. Information about new academic structures should be clearly explained. Seminars and workshops 

can help in better understanding of reforms. This will improve participation and acceptance of policy changes. 

6. Support for Inclusion and Equal Opportunity 

Special support should be given to students from weaker sections. Scholarships and financial aid must be 

increased. Digital learning should reach disadvantaged groups. This will ensure equal access to higher 

education. Inclusion will help in social development. 
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7. Strengthening Research and Innovation 

Research activities should be promoted in universities and colleges. Students should be encouraged to take 

part in research projects. Funding support should be provided for innovation. Research will help in solving 

social and economic problems. It will also support national development goals. 

8. Continuous Monitoring and Evaluation 

Implementation of reforms should be regularly monitored. Feedback should be collected from students and 

teachers. Problems should be identified at an early stage. Necessary changes should be made in time. This will 

improve the success of NEP 2020 reforms. 

9. Strong Government and Institutional Support 

The government should provide clear guidelines to institutions. Adequate financial support should be given. 

Universities and colleges must work in coordination with authorities. Strong leadership will help in smooth 

implementation of reforms. 

10. Focus on Long-Term National Vision 

Higher education reforms should be linked with the vision of Vikshit Bharat 2047. Education planning should 

focus on future needs of the country. Institutions must prepare students for global challenges. This will help 

in achieving sustainable development. 

Limitations of the study  

This study is based only on secondary data collected from reports, policy documents, journals, and books. No 

primary data such as surveys or interviews were conducted. The study is limited to higher education reforms 

in Andhra Pradesh and does not include other states of India. It focuses only on higher education under NEP 

2020 and does not cover school education or other sectors. The study is theoretical in nature and does not use 

statistical or quantitative methods. Since NEP 2020 is still in the early stage of implementation, long-term 

results cannot be fully evaluated. The availability of recent and detailed data is also limited, which may affect 

the depth of analysis. Therefore, the findings are based on existing information and general interpretation. 

Conclusion  

This study concludes that higher education reforms introduced under NEP 2020 have a significant role in 

improving the education system and supporting national development. The policy focuses on making 

education more flexible, inclusive, and skill oriented. Multidisciplinary learning helps students gain 

knowledge from different fields and develop critical thinking. Digital education has increased access to 

learning and has made education more convenient for students, especially in rural and remote areas. Skill 

development and vocational training prepare students for employment and practical work. Higher education 

institutions in Andhra Pradesh are taking steps to adopt these reforms through curriculum revision, teacher 

training, and use of technology in teaching and learning. These reforms support the vision of Vikshit Bharat 

2047 by creating skilled human resources and promoting research and innovation. However, the study also 

shows that challenges such as limited infrastructure, lack of digital facilities in some institutions, and need for 

continuous teacher training still exist. For successful implementation, strong government support, proper 

planning, and regular monitoring are required. Overall, NEP 2020 provides a strong framework for 

transforming higher education, and its effective implementation can help in achieving social progress, 

economic growth, and the long-term goal of a developed nation. 


