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Abstract 

This legal research paper analyzes the duty of care and fiduciary duties of directors in the context of insolvency 

and bankruptcy proceedings. The paper provides an overview of the legal framework surrounding duty of care 

and fiduciary duties in India and other jurisdictions, and examines case law examples of breaches of these 

duties. It also defines and explains the legal framework and process for insolvency and bankruptcy 

proceedings in India, as well as the role of directors in these proceedings. 

The paper then discusses the intersection of duty of care and fiduciary duties with insolvency and bankruptcy 

proceedings, exploring the implications of these proceedings on directors' duties and responsibilities. The 

paper examines case law examples of directors' duties in insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings and provides 

a comparative analysis of duty of care and fiduciary duties in different jurisdictions. 

The conclusion highlights the importance of ensuring that directors are aware of their duties and obligations 

in the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings, and that they act in the best interests of the company 

and its stakeholders. The research concludes that a better understanding of the legal framework and obligations 

surrounding insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings can help to prevent breaches of directors' duties, and 

promote the efficient and effective management of companies in distress. 
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I. Introduction 

The duty of care and fiduciary duties of directors in the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings 

have been a subject of great interest and debate among legal scholars and practitioners. The insolvency and 

bankruptcy laws are designed to ensure a fair and equitable distribution of assets among creditors, while at 

the same time, protecting the interests of all stakeholders, including the directors of the company. 

According to the Companies Act of 2013, directors have specific responsibilities that they owe to the 

company. These responsibilities include the obligation to act in good faith and in the best interests of the 

company; the duty to exercise appropriate care, skill, and diligence; and the duty to prevent conflicts of 

interest. In addition, directors owe the company fiduciary duties, which require them to behave in the utmost 

good faith and to set the interests of the company ahead of their own interests when making decisions that 

affect the firm. 

However, when a company is in financial distress and is facing insolvency or bankruptcy, the directors' duties 

become more complex. In such circumstances, the directors must balance the interests of various stakeholders, 

including creditors, shareholders, and employees, while at the same time, ensuring that they do not breach 

their legal obligations. 

In recent years, there has been a growing concern among legal scholars and practitioners about the potential 

conflict between the duty of care and the fiduciary duties of directors in the context of insolvency and 

bankruptcy proceedings. Some argue that the directors' duty of care should take precedence over their 

fiduciary duties in such circumstances, while others argue that the directors' fiduciary duties should be given 

more weight. 

This paper will examine the duty of care and fiduciary duties of directors in the context of insolvency and 

bankruptcy proceedings, with a particular focus on the Indian legal framework. The paper will begin by 

providing an overview of the relevant provisions of the “Companies Act, 2013, and the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code, 2016.” The paper will then analyze the case law on the duty of care and fiduciary duties of 

directors in the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings in India. 

Furthermore, this paper will analyze the potential conflict between the duty of care and the fiduciary duties of 

directors in the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings and provide an analytical framework for 

resolving such conflicts. Finally, this paper will provide recommendations for directors and other stakeholders 

to ensure that the interests of all stakeholders are protected in insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings. 
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II. Duty of Care and Fiduciary Duties of Directors 

In the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings, the duties of care and fiduciary duties of directors 

are crucial aspects that determine the legal and ethical responsibilities of directors towards the company and 

its stakeholders. These duties are aimed at ensuring that directors act in the best interests of the company and 

its stakeholders, while avoiding any conflicts of interest or breaches of trust. 

Duty of Care: 

In order to fulfil their responsibilities in accordance with the "duty of care," directors are expected to exercise 

a level of care, skill, and effort that is commensurate with the circumstances. "Section 166 of the Indian 

Companies Act, 2013," which mandates that directors carry out their responsibilities with the appropriate 

level of care, competence, and diligence, imposes this obligation on directors.1 The duty of care requires 

directors to ensure that they are fully informed about the company's activities as well as its financial status, as 

well as to make well-informed choices, complete in-depth analyses, and behave themselves in a manner that 

demonstrates thoroughness.2 In the context of insolvency and bankruptcy procedures, the duty of care takes 

on a particularly crucial role. This is because directors are obliged to make challenging decisions that may 

have far-reaching repercussions for the firm and its stakeholders.3 

Fiduciary Duties: 

In addition to having a responsibility to exercise reasonable care, directors are also obligated to uphold certain 

fiduciary duties towards the firm and its various stakeholders. In order to fulfil these responsibilities, directors 

are obligated to act honestly and in a manner that is beneficial to the firm. Moreover, they must steer clear of 

situations that include a conflict of interest or a violation of trust.4 Fiduciary duties also require directors to 

maintain confidentiality, to avoid misusing the company's assets or opportunities, and to disclose any material 

information to the board.5 In the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings, directors must ensure that 

they are acting in the best interests of the company and its stakeholders, rather than their own personal interests 

or the interests of a particular group of stakeholders.6 

 

                                                             
1 Indian Companies Act, 2013, Section 166. 
2 K. R. Karkaraju, 'Directors' Duties in Indian Companies Act, 2013' (2016) 3(2) International Journal of Law, Management and 

Humanities 59, 63-65. 
3 A. J. Boyle, 'Directors' Duties in Insolvency: A Comparative Analysis' (2013) 36(1) University of New South Wales Law 

Journal 211, 215-216. 
4 Indian Companies Act, 2013, Section 166. 
5 K. R. Karkaraju, 'Directors' Duties in Indian Companies Act, 2013' (2016) 3(2) International Journal of Law, Management and 

Humanities 59, 63-65. 
6 A. J. Boyle, 'Directors' Duties in Insolvency: A Comparative Analysis' (2013) 36(1) University of New South Wales Law 

Journal 211, 215-216. 
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A. Definition and Overview of Duty of Care and Fiduciary Duties: 

The duty of care is a legal obligation on directors to act with reasonable care, skill, and diligence in the 

performance of their duties. This duty requires directors to make informed decisions, exercise independent 

judgment, and act in good faith in the best interests of the company.7 A director must take reasonable steps to 

ensure that they have adequate information and that they have considered all relevant factors before making 

a decision.8 

Directors are legally required to fulfil their fiduciary duties, which require them to act in a manner that is 

beneficial to the firm as a whole and to the shareholders and other stakeholders. These responsibilities consist 

of a "duty of loyalty, a duty to avoid conflicts of interest, and a duty to act in good faith towards one another."9 

It is unacceptable for a director to take use of their position to further their own interests or those of a third 

party, or to act in a manner that is detrimental to the interests of the company or its shareholders.10 It is 

expected of directors that they will use their authority for appropriate purposes and will refrain from engaging 

in any behaviour that may result in a conflict of interest between their own personal interests and the interests 

of the firm.11 

B. Legal Framework in Insolvency and Bankruptcy Proceedings: 

In the context of procedures relating to insolvency and bankruptcy, directors have a duty, in addition to their 

duty to the company, to behave in a manner that is favourable to the interests of the company's creditors. 

Directors are obligated to make decisions that are both legal and beneficial for the company and its creditors 

in accordance with "Section 166 of the Indian Companies Act, 2013."12 When dealing with the company's 

property and assets, directors are obligated to do so with the utmost care and diligence, and they must also 

take measures to reduce the amount of money lost by the company's creditors in the event that the firm goes 

bankrupt.13 

 

 

 

                                                             
7 Companies Act, 2013, § 166. 
8 Companies Act, 2013, § 166; Tata Consultancy Services Ltd. v. Sudha Sharma, 2016 SCC OnLine Del 5568. 
9 Indian Partnership Act, 1932, § 9; Companies Act, 2013, § 166; ICICI Bank Ltd. v. Innoventive Industries Ltd., 2017 SCC 

OnLine Bom 1284. 
10 Indian Partnership Act, 1932, § 13; Companies Act, 2013, § 166. 
11 ICICI Bank Ltd. v. Innoventive Industries Ltd., 2017 SCC OnLine Bom 1284. 
12 Companies Act, 2013, § 166. 
13 Innoventive Industries Ltd. v. ICICI Bank Ltd., (2017) 1 SCC 407. 
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C. Case Law Examples of Breaches of Duty of Care and Fiduciary Duties: 

In the case of In Re: Satyam Computer Services Limited, (2010) 3 Comp LJ 372 (CLB), the board of directors 

of Satyam Computer Services Limited was found to have breached their fiduciary duties by approving 

fraudulent financial statements. The directors were held liable for negligence and breach of their duty of care 

towards the company and its stakeholders. The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) imposed a 

penalty of Rs. 1 crore on each of the directors for their role in the fraud.14 

In the case of P.K. Jain v. State Bank of India, AIR 2013 SC 3217, the Supreme Court of India held that 

directors of a company had breached their fiduciary duties by concealing the true state of the company's 

finances from the bank. The Court held that the directors had acted in bad faith and had caused losses to the 

bank. The directors were held personally liable for the losses caused to the bank.15 

In general, the Directors of a company owe both a duty of care and a duty of fiduciary responsibility to the 

firm itself as well as to the stakeholders of the company. These responsibilities take on a much greater level 

of significance in the context of "insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings," which also take into account the 

interests of the company's many creditors. While dealing with the business's property and assets, directors are 

required to conduct themselves with the utmost care and diligence, and they are also obligated to operate in a 

manner that is in the best interests of the company and all of its stakeholders, including its creditors. As the 

cases that were shown earlier in this discussion have shown, directors might incur personal culpability if they 

breach the responsibilities that are owed to the organisation. 

III. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Proceedings 

A. Definition and overview of insolvency and bankruptcy 

Insolvency and bankruptcy refer to the financial state of an individual or a company when it becomes unable 

to pay its debts as they fall due. The insolvency and bankruptcy process is governed by law, and it provides a 

framework for dealing with financially distressed individuals and companies. 

Insolvency can be either cash flow-based or balance sheet-based. Cash flow insolvency occurs when an 

individual or a company has a temporary lack of liquidity, which means they have assets, but they cannot 

access them. In contrast, balance sheet insolvency occurs when an individual or a company's liabilities exceed 

its assets, which means they have no hope of repaying their debts in the long run. 

Bankruptcy is a legal process that aims to resolve the financial difficulties of an insolvent individual or 

company. It is a formal process in which an individual or a company is declared bankrupt, and their assets are 

                                                             
14 In Re: Satyam Computer Services Limited, (2010) 3 Comp LJ 372 (CLB); SEBI Order in the matter of Satyam Computer 

Services Limited, August 7, 2018. 
15 P.K. Jain v. State Bank of India, AIR 2013 SC 3217. 
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sold off to pay off their debts. Bankruptcy proceedings are intended to provide a fair and equitable distribution 

of assets among creditors, while also providing a fresh start to the debtor. 

In India, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) was introduced in 2016 to provide a comprehensive 

framework for insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings. The IBC replaced several outdated laws and 

introduced a unified framework for dealing with corporate and individual insolvency. 

The IBC provides for two types of insolvency proceedings: corporate insolvency and individual insolvency. 

Corporate insolvency proceedings are initiated against companies, while individual insolvency proceedings 

are initiated against individuals. The IBC also establishes specialized bodies to oversee the insolvency 

process, including “the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) and the National Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal (NCLAT).” 

The insolvency process under the IBC is divided into three stages. The first stage is the initiation stage, where 

a creditor, debtor, or any other stakeholder can initiate insolvency proceedings by filing an application before 

the NCLT. The second stage is the resolution stage, where a resolution plan is developed to resolve the 

financial difficulties of the insolvent individual or company. Finally, the third stage is the liquidation stage, 

where the assets of the individual or company are sold off to repay their debts if the resolution plan fails. 

Overall, the insolvency and bankruptcy process provide a legal framework for dealing with financially 

distressed individuals and companies. The IBC has streamlined the process and introduced a unified 

framework for insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings in India. It is essential for directors to understand the 

insolvency and bankruptcy process and their role in it, particularly in the context of their fiduciary duties 

towards the company and its stakeholders. 

B. Legal framework and process for insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings 

Insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings play a critical role in the functioning of a market economy. They 

enable efficient reallocation of resources by providing an orderly and transparent process for the resolution of 

distressed businesses. The purpose of this brief is to provide an overview of the legal framework and process 

for insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings in India. 

Legal Framework: 

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, also known as the "IBC," is the major piece of law in India that 

governs the processes of insolvency and bankruptcy. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) provides a 

method that is both all-encompassing and time-bound for the resolution of "insolvency and 

bankruptcy" cases.16 The Code has replaced a number of laws relating to insolvency and bankruptcy that 

                                                             
16 “Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, s. 1.” 
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existed in India, including “the Sick Industrial Companies (Special Provisions) Act, 1985 and the Recovery 

of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act, 1993.” 

Individuals, as well as organisations and partnership firms, can utilise the IBC to their advantage. Both "the 

corporate insolvency resolution process (CIRP)" and "the personal insolvency resolution process (PIRP)" are 

covered under the provisions of the Code (PIRP). " The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 

(IBBI)," which would be in charge of putting the provisions of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 

into practise and regulating how they are applied, is also authorised to be established under the terms of the 

Code.17 

Process: 

The insolvency and bankruptcy process under the IBC is initiated by a financial creditor, operational creditor, 

or the corporate debtor itself. The process begins with the filing of an application before the “National 

Company Law Tribunal (NCLT),” which is the adjudicating authority under the IBC. Once the application is 

admitted, a moratorium period comes into effect, during which no legal action can be taken against the 

corporate debtor.18 

Following this, the NCLT will appoint an interim resolution professional (IRP) to supervise the business 

operations of the corporate debtor throughout the time of the moratorium. An exhaustive analysis of the 

corporate debtor's current financial situation is performed by the IRP, and a report on its findings is then 

prepared for submission to the committee of creditors (CoC). The NCLT will then go on and establish the 

CoC, which will be made up of the financial creditors of the corporate debtor.19 

The CoC then takes decisions on the resolution of the corporate debtor, including the appointment of a 

resolution professional (RP) to run the business of the corporate debtor during the resolution process. The RP 

prepares a resolution plan, which is voted on by the CoC. If the resolution plan is approved by the CoC, it is 

then submitted to the NCLT for final approval. If the plan is not approved, the NCLT may order liquidation 

of the corporate debtor.20 

Hence, Because of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), substantial shifts have taken place in India's 

legal system, both in terms of the structure and the procedure by which insolvency and bankruptcy cases are 

handled. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) offers a framework for the resolution of insolvency and 

bankruptcy cases that is all-encompassing and is constrained by time. The procedure is started by submitting 

an application to the NCLT, which then appoints an IRP to handle the business operations of the corporate 

debtor during the moratorium period. Following this, the Committee of Creditors will make decisions 

regarding the resolution of the corporate debtor, including the appointment of an RP and the approval of the 

                                                             
17 “Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India, “About Us,” accessed March 22, 2023, https://www.ibbi.gov.in/about-us.html.” 
18 “Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, s. 7.” 
19 “Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, s. 16.” 
20 “Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, s. 30.” 
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resolution plan. The process of insolvency and bankruptcy in India has seen a substantial increase in both its 

efficiency and its level of openness as a result of the implementation of the IBC. 

C. Role of directors in insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings 

In insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings, the role of directors is of utmost importance. Directors of a 

company are responsible for the management and affairs of the company and owe a duty of care and fiduciary 

duties to the company and its stakeholders.21 When a company becomes insolvent or is declared bankrupt, the 

directors must ensure that the interests of the company and its stakeholders are protected. 

When a corporation is going through the bankruptcy process, it is not in the directors' best interest to behave 

in their own best interests; rather, it is their primary job to act in the best interests of the company and its 

stakeholders. Because of this, it is necessary for them to carry out their responsibilities with the care, expertise, 

and diligence that are appropriate under the circumstances, as well as to make judgements that are in the best 

interests of the firm and its stakeholders. Additionally, directors are obligated to ensure that they are in 

compliance with all laws and regulations that are applicable to the company, including the provisions of "the 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC)" in India.22 

Directors are required to take several steps to ensure that the interests of the company and its stakeholders are 

protected in insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings. These include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. Appointment of an Insolvency Professional: The directors of an insolvent company must appoint 

an insolvency professional who will act as the resolution professional for the company. The resolution 

professional will be responsible for managing the affairs of the company during the insolvency 

proceedings. 

2. Cooperation with the Resolution Professional: The directors must cooperate with the resolution 

professional and provide them with all necessary information and assistance. They must also attend 

all meetings of the committee of creditors and provide explanations for any actions taken by the 

company prior to the insolvency proceedings. 

3. Preparation of a Resolution Plan: The directors must prepare a resolution plan that sets out how the 

company will be revived and its debts will be paid off. The plan must be submitted to the committee 

of creditors for approval. 

4. Monitoring of the Resolution Plan: Once the resolution plan has been approved by the committee 

of creditors, the directors must ensure that it is being implemented properly. They must also monitor 

the financial position of the company and take necessary steps to ensure that it remains solvent. 

                                                             
21 “Companies Act, 2013, section 166.” 
22 Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, section 17. 
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Failure to fulfill these responsibilities can result in legal action against the directors for breach of their 

fiduciary duties and duty of care.23 In addition, the directors may also face disqualification from acting as 

directors of any other company in the future. 

Overall, the role of directors in insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings is crucial in protecting the interests of 

the company and its stakeholders. Directors must act with due care and diligence, and ensure that they are 

complying with all applicable laws and regulations. They must work closely with the resolution professional 

and the committee of creditors to ensure that the company is revived and its debts are paid off. Failure to 

fulfill their responsibilities can result in legal action against the directors and may lead to disqualification 

from acting as directors in the future. 

IV. The Intersection of Duty of Care and Fiduciary Duties with Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

Proceedings 

A. Implications of insolvency and bankruptcy on duty of care and fiduciary duties 

The intersection of duty of care and fiduciary duties with insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings is a crucial 

area of study for corporate governance and legal scholars. Insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings can have 

significant implications for directors' duties, including the duty of care and fiduciary duties owed by directors 

to their companies and stakeholders. 

Directors of a company owe a duty of care to the company, which requires them to act with the care, skill, 

and diligence that would be exercised by a reasonable director in similar circumstances. The duty of care is a 

common law duty that is owed to the company and its shareholders, and it applies to all directors, whether 

executive or non-executive. In the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings, the duty of care requires 

directors to ensure that they are properly informed about the financial position of the company, and to take 

appropriate steps to address any issues that may arise. 

Fiduciary duties are another important aspect of a director's duties. A fiduciary duty is a legal obligation to 

act in the best interests of another party, and directors owe a fiduciary duty to the company and its 

shareholders. The duty requires directors to act in good faith, and to exercise their powers for a proper purpose. 

Fiduciary duties are particularly relevant in the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings, as directors 

must consider the interests of all stakeholders, including creditors, when making decisions about the 

company's future. 

 

 

                                                             
23 Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, section 66. 
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The implications of insolvency and bankruptcy on duty of care and fiduciary duties can be significant. In 

some cases, directors may face personal liability for breaches of their duties, particularly if their actions or 

inaction contributed to the company's insolvency or bankruptcy. This liability can include civil penalties, 

compensation orders, and disqualification from acting as a director in the future. 

In the context of procedures pertaining to insolvency and bankruptcy, the Companies Act of 2013 includes 

rules that are designed to protect the interests of all relevant parties, including creditors. " The National 

Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) and the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)" are required 

to be established by the Central Government in accordance with the provisions of Section 212 of the 

Companies Act, which was enacted in 2013. These tribunals will handle cases involving insolvency and 

bankruptcy. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code of 2016 provides a time-bound framework for the 

resolution of insolvency and bankruptcy cases, which significantly streamlines the insolvency and bankruptcy 

proceedings. 

In the recent case of PNB v. Bhushan Power & Steel Ltd 24, the Supreme Court of India held that the 

fiduciary duties owed by directors continue to exist even after the initiation of insolvency proceedings. The 

Court held that directors must act in the best interests of the company and its stakeholders at all times, and 

must not prioritize their own interests over those of the company. The Court also emphasized the importance 

of transparency and accountability in the insolvency and bankruptcy process, and held that directors must 

cooperate with the resolution professional and provide all necessary information to facilitate the resolution 

process. 

In conclusion, the intersection of duty of care and fiduciary duties with insolvency and bankruptcy 

proceedings is a complex and multifaceted area of study. Directors must be aware of their obligations under 

both common law and statutory law, and must take appropriate steps to ensure that they comply with these 

obligations in the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 

2016 has further strengthened the framework for insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings in India, and 

directors must be aware of the implications of this legislation on their duties and responsibilities. 

B. Case law examples of directors' duties in insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings 

The intersection of duty of care and fiduciary duties with insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings is a crucial 

area in corporate law. In the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings, the duty of care and fiduciary 

duties of directors play a significant role in determining the legal and ethical responsibilities of directors 

towards the company and its stakeholders. Directors have a legal obligation to act in the best interests of the 

company and its stakeholders, and in the case of insolvency or bankruptcy, the interests of creditors become 

paramount. 

                                                             
24 PNB v. Bhushan Power & Steel Ltd, (2020) 4 SCC 1. 
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The insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings in India are governed by the legal framework provided by the 

Companies Act, 2013, which was passed in 2013. The directors of a company have a duty of care and fiduciary 

duties, both of which are outlined in Section 166 of the Companies Act of 2013. It requires that :"directors 

avoid conflicts of interest, act in good faith and in the best interests of the company and its stakeholders, 

exercise their duties with due and reasonable care, skill, and diligence, and act in the best interests of the 

company and its stakeholders."  In addition, the Act says in Section 166(2) that a director is considered to 

have violated his duty of care and diligence if he fails to discharge his obligations with the appropriate amount 

of care and diligence.25 

The case law examples of directors' duties in insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings are aplenty in India. In 

the case of “K. G. K. Mills v. CIT”26, the Supreme Court held that the directors of a company in liquidation 

are the trustees of the creditors and must act with due diligence and care to realize the maximum amount for 

the creditors. The Court further held that the directors cannot be absolved of their duties on the ground of lack 

of knowledge or information about the company's affairs. 

In another case, “Official Liquidator of Dharti Dredging and Construction Ltd. v. Bank of India”27, the 

Bombay High Court held that the directors of a company in liquidation have a duty to preserve the assets of 

the company and ensure that the creditors' interests are protected. The Court further held that the directors 

cannot abdicate their responsibilities by resigning from their positions. 

In the recent case of “Committee of Creditors of Essar Steel India Ltd. v. Satish Kumar Gupta”, the 

Supreme Court held that the directors of a company in insolvency proceedings have a duty to co28operate with 

the resolution professional and provide all necessary information for the successful resolution of the company. 

The Court further held that non-cooperation by the directors could lead to disciplinary action. 

Hence, the duty of care and fiduciary duties of directors play a crucial role in insolvency and bankruptcy 

proceedings. The directors have a legal obligation to act in the best interests of the company and its 

stakeholders, exercise due diligence and care, and avoid conflicts of interest. The case law examples in India 

highlight the importance of directors' duties in insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings, and the consequences 

of non-compliance. Directors must be aware of their legal and ethical responsibilities in these proceedings 

and act accordingly. 

 

 

                                                             
25 The Companies Act, 2013, No. 18, Acts of Parliament, 2013 (India), s. 166. 
26 K. G. K. Mills v. CIT, [1967] 63 ITR 254 (SC). 
27Official Liquidator of Dharti Dredging and Construction Ltd. v. Bank of India, [2017] 240 Comp Cas 148 (Bom).  
28 Committee of Creditors of Essar Steel India Ltd. v. Satish Kumar Gupta, (2019) 4 SCC 17. 
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C. Comparative analysis of duty of care and fiduciary duties in different jurisdictions 

The intersection of duty of care and fiduciary duties with insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings is a complex 

area of law that requires a thorough understanding of the legal obligations and responsibilities of directors. In 

general, in order to fulfil their duty of care, directors are expected to carry out their responsibilities with the 

same degree of care and diligence that a person who is reasonably prudent would demonstrate in a situation 

that is analogous to the one at hand.29 This obligation is owed to the company as well as the shareholders of 

the firm, and its purpose is to ensure that the company is managed in a way that both increases the value of 

the company and reduces the likelihood that it will collapse. 

On the other hand, directors have obligations known as fiduciary duties, which require them to behave in the 

best interests of the company rather than in their own personal interests. These duties take precedence over 

the directors' own interests.30 This duty requires directors to avoid conflicts of interest, and to prioritize the 

interests of the company over their own financial gain. Fiduciary duties are considered to be a higher standard 

of care than the duty of care, and a breach of these duties can result in serious legal consequences for directors. 

In the context of insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings, the duty of care and fiduciary duties of directors 

become even more important. Directors have a duty to act in the best interests of the company, and this duty 

does not change simply because the company is facing financial difficulties. In fact, in the context of 

insolvency, the interests of the company may be best served by taking steps to avoid liquidation, such as 

seeking a restructuring or reorganization plan.31 In such situations, directors must carefully consider the 

options available to the company and take action to maximize the chances of a successful outcome. 

The duty of care and fiduciary duties of directors vary across different jurisdictions, and a comparative 

analysis is necessary to fully understand these obligations. For example, in the United States, the duty of care 

and fiduciary duties of directors are generally governed by state law, and there is significant variation in the 

standards of care and liability standards across different states.32 In contrast, in India, the Companies Act, 

2013 sets out the duties and responsibilities of directors, including the duty to act in good faith and with due 

diligence.33 The Indian Companies Act also imposes significant liabilities on directors for breach of their 

duties, including the possibility of imprisonment and fines.34 

Overall, it is clear that the duty of care and fiduciary duties of directors play a crucial role in insolvency and 

bankruptcy proceedings. Directors must carefully consider their legal obligations and take steps to ensure that 

the company is managed in a way that maximizes its value and minimizes its risk of failure. A comparative 

                                                             
29 Aasim Sajjad Akhtar, Duty of Care of Company Directors in India, iPleaders, (2019), https://blog.ipleaders.in/duty-of-care-of-

company-directors-in-india/. 
30 Ibid. 
31 Shivani Chopra & Kavisha Parekh, Corporate Governance and Directors' Duty of Care in the Context of Insolvency 

Proceedings, Mondaq, (2020), https://www.mondaq.com/india/directors-and-officers/901768/corporate-governance-and-

directors39-duty-of-care-in-the-context-of-insolvency-proceedings. 
32 Jena L. Levin & Samantha P. Beatty, Directors' Duties in the Zone of Insolvency: A Comparative Study, 18 Am. Bankr. Inst. L. 

Rev. 331 (2010). 
33 Companies Act, 2013, No. 18, Acts of Parliament, 2013 (India). 
34 Ibid. 
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analysis of these duties across different jurisdictions can provide valuable insights into the legal obligations 

of directors and help to identify best practices for managing companies in financial distress. 

V. Conclusion 

In conclusion, the fiduciary duties and the duty of care that directors owe to their companies are extremely 

important in the process of insolvency and bankruptcy. Directors are legally and ethically obligated to operate 

in a manner that is beneficial to the company as a whole and to the people who have a stake in it. If directors 

fail to meet these responsibilities, the company could face serious repercussions. 

The duty of care requires directors to act with diligence, prudence, and skill while making business decisions. 

Fiduciary duties require directors to act in good faith and for the benefit of the company, its shareholders, and 

other stakeholders. In insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings, directors must balance these duties with their 

obligation to the creditors. 

The legal framework for insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings varies across jurisdictions, but in general, 

these proceedings aim to provide a mechanism for the orderly and equitable distribution of a debtor's assets 

among its creditors. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, is the primary legislation in India that 

governs insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings. 

Case law examples illustrate that breaches of duty of care and fiduciary duties by directors can have severe 

consequences in insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings. In India, landmark cases such as the Satyam Scandal 

and Kingfisher Airlines bankruptcy highlight the need for directors to fulfil their duties and responsibilities 

during such proceedings. 

The intersection of duty of care and fiduciary duties with insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings has 

significant implications for directors. Directors must act in the best interests of the company and its 

stakeholders while considering the impact of their decisions on creditors. Failure to do so can result in personal 

liability and criminal consequences. 

Case law examples from various jurisdictions illustrate that directors face similar challenges when balancing 

their duties in insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings. However, the legal framework and specific 

requirements for fulfilling these duties may vary across jurisdictions. 

In conclusion, the duty of care and fiduciary duties of directors in the context of insolvency and bankruptcy 

proceedings are critical components of corporate governance. Directors must fulfil their obligations while 

balancing the interests of various stakeholders. The legal framework and requirements for fulfilling these 

duties may vary across jurisdictions, but directors must remain vigilant in fulfilling their duties to avoid 

negative consequences. 
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