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Abstract: 

This study explores the role of historical Jewellery in Karnataka, focusing on its significance, types, 

and the technology involved. Historical Jewellery in Karnataka holds great cultural and social significance, 

reflecting the region's rich heritage and artistic traditions. It serves as a symbol of status, wealth, and 

power, while also embodying cultural identity and ancestral connections.  Various types of historical 

Jewellery are prevalent in Karnataka. Temple Jewellery, with its intricate designs and precious metals and 

gemstones, is used to adorn deities and reflects the artistic excellence of the region. Filigree Jewellery 

showcases delicate metalwork and lace-like patterns, while kempu Jewellery stands out with vibrant red and 

green gemstones set in gold. Lacquer Jewellery, unique to Karnataka, features colorful designs created 

through the application of lacquer onto metal surfaces.  The technology involved in crafting historical 

Jewellery includes techniques such as casting, enameling, stone setting, and goldsmithing. Casting, using 

the lost-wax technique, allows for the creation of intricate designs by pouring molten metal into molds. 

Enameling involves fusing colored glass onto metal surfaces to create vibrant designs. Skilled artisans 

employ various stone-setting techniques to securely mount gemstones onto Jewellery pieces. Goldsmiths 

shape, solder, and polish the metals using traditional tools and techniques. 

The study highlights the economic importance of historical Jewellery, as it has been a significant 

contributor to Karnataka's economy for centuries. It also emphasizes the preservation of cultural heritage 

through the preservation and promotion of historical Jewellery . Historical Jewellery acts as a symbol of 

pride and identity, connecting individuals to their roots and serving as heirlooms passed down through 

generations. Additionally, historical Jewellery attracts tourists, contributing to cultural exchange and 

promoting the region's artistic traditions.  Overall, the study reveals the profound significance of historical 

Jewellery in Karnataka, showcasing its various types, the technology employed in its creation, and its 

impact on culture, economy, and identity. 

Keywords: Role, Historical, Jewellery, Karnataka, Significance, Types and Technology. 



© 2023 IJRAR June 2023, Volume 10, Issue 2                         www.ijrar.org (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138) 

IJRAR23B4650 International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) 817 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

Jewellery holds a significant place in the cultural heritage of Karnataka, a state located in southern 

India. With a history that dates back centuries, the Jewellery of Karnataka represents the artistic excellence, 

intricate craftsmanship, and rich traditions of the region. From exquisite temple Jewellery to ornate filigree 

work and vibrant kempu Jewellery, the Jewellery of Karnataka reflects the diverse cultural influences and 

the aesthetic sensibilities of the state.  Karnataka is known for its temple Jewellery, which finds its origins in 

the adornment of deities in the numerous temples spread across the state. This type of Jewellery is 

characterized by its elaborate designs, intricate motifs, and the use of precious metals and gemstones. The 

temple Jewellery is crafted with great attention to detail, often depicting mythological figures, divine 

symbols, and elements inspired by temple architecture.  Another prominent form of Jewellery in Karnataka 

is the art of filigree work. Artisans skillfully create delicate and intricate designs using fine wires of gold or 

silver, meticulously crafting lace-like patterns that exude elegance and charm. The filigree Jewellery of 

Karnataka showcases the mastery of the artisans in shaping and soldering the metal wires to form 

mesmerizing designs, often featuring motifs inspired by nature, animals, and geometrical patterns.  Kempu 

Jewellery, also known as temple-style Jewellery, is renowned for its use of vibrant red and green gemstones, 

particularly rubies and emeralds. This type of Jewellery is typically set in gold and is adorned with intricate 

designs inspired by temple architecture and mythology. Kempu Jewellery is a visual treat, combining the 

beauty of gemstones with the skillful craftsmanship of the artisans.  In addition to these traditional forms, 

Karnataka is also known for its unique lacquer Jewellery . Using a technique called "nagarebharana," 

artisans apply colored lacquer onto metal surfaces, resulting in vibrant and attractive designs. Lacquer 

Jewellery is lightweight and often adorned with beads, pearls, and other decorative elements. 

The Jewellery of Karnataka represents more than just adornment; it embodies the cultural identity, 

traditions, and heritage of the state. Each piece is a testament to the skill, creativity, and artistic expression 

of the artisans who have honed their craft over generations. The Jewellery of Karnataka not only adds 

beauty and grace to the wearer but also serves as a symbol of pride and a connection to the rich cultural 

tapestry of the region. 

 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: 

This study explores the role of historical Jewellery in Karnataka, focusing on its significance, types, 

and the technology involved. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

 This study is based on secondary sources of data such as articles, books, journals, research papers, 

websites and other sources. 
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THE ROLE OF HISTORICAL JEWELLERY IN KARNATAKA: 

Historical Jewellery in Karnataka holds great significance as it reflects the rich cultural heritage and 

artistic traditions of the region. Karnataka, located in southern India, has a long history of Jewellery -

making, with the art form dating back centuries. This study aims to explore the role of historical Jewellery  

in Karnataka, including its significance, types, and technology involved. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

Historical Jewellery in Karnataka has multiple significances, including cultural, social, and 

economic aspects. It serves as an important symbol of status, wealth, and power within the society. 

Jewellery has been worn by both men and women during special occasions, ceremonies, and festivals, 

signifying their social standing and cultural identity. Additionally, historical Jewellery is considered an 

heirloom and is passed down through generations, carrying sentimental value and connecting individuals to 

their ancestral roots. 

 Artistic Expression and Aesthetics: Historical Jewellery  in Karnataka is renowned for its exquisite 

craftsmanship and artistic expression. The intricate detailing, use of vibrant gemstones, and unique 

designs showcase the artistic skills and creativity of the artisans. These Jewellery pieces are not 

merely accessories but wearable works of art, admired for their beauty and craftsmanship. 

 Economic Importance: The Jewellery industry has been a significant contributor to Karnataka's 

economy for centuries. Skilled artisans, goldsmiths, gemstone dealers, and other professionals 

involved in the Jewellery -making process have sustained livelihoods and generated income for their 

communities. Historical Jewellery, with its intricate craftsmanship and use of precious materials, has 

also been a valuable trade commodity, attracting patrons and traders from far and wide. 

 Preservation of Cultural Heritage: Historical Jewellery acts as a link to Karnataka's rich heritage and 

traditions. It serves as a tangible representation of the region's craftsmanship, artistic styles, and 

design aesthetics throughout different historical periods. By preserving and showcasing historical 

Jewellery, the cultural heritage of Karnataka is safeguarded, allowing future generations to 

appreciate and learn from the past. 

 Religious and Spiritual Significance: Jewellery has a deep connection to religious and spiritual 

beliefs in Karnataka. Many Jewellery pieces are intricately designed with motifs and symbols 

inspired by Hindu mythology and temple architecture. Wearing such Jewellery is believed to bring 

blessings, protect against negative energies, and enhance spiritual well-being. 

 Symbol of Identity and Pride: Historical Jewellery holds immense sentimental value for individuals 

and families. It is often passed down through generations as an heirloom, symbolizing family 

lineage, tradition, and pride. Wearing ancestral Jewellery  during significant occasions or festivals 

reinforces a sense of identity and connection to one's roots, creating a bond between past and 

present. 
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 Tourism and Cultural Promotion: Historical Jewellery acts as a cultural attraction, drawing tourists 

and visitors to Karnataka. The state's rich Jewellery heritage is often showcased in museums, 

exhibitions, and cultural events, allowing people from different parts of the world to appreciate and 

learn about Karnataka's artistic traditions. This, in turn, contributes to the promotion of tourism and 

cultural exchange. 

TYPES OF HISTORICAL JEWELLERY: 

 Bangles and Kadas: Karnataka is known for its intricately designed bangles and kadas (thick 

bracelets). These are crafted in gold, silver, or other metals and often feature filigree work, enamel 

detailing, or gemstone embellishments. Bangles and kadas are an integral part of women's attire 

during festivals, weddings, and special occasions. 

 Filigree Jewellery: Filigree work is a popular technique used in Karnataka's Jewellery -making. It 

involves delicate and intricate metalwork, usually in silver or gold, creating lace-like patterns and 

designs. Filigree Jewellery  often features floral motifs, peacocks, and geometric patterns. 

 Haaram (Necklace): Haaram is a long necklace that adorns the neck and chest area. It is typically 

crafted in gold and features intricate designs, often inspired by temple architecture and motifs. 

Haarams are known for their grandeur and are worn by women during weddings and important 

ceremonies. 

 Jhumkas (Earrings): Jhumkas are a popular type of earrings in Karnataka's historical Jewellery . 

They are characterized by their bell-shaped or conical design and are typically crafted in gold. 

Jhumkas feature intricate filigree work, enamel detailing, and gemstone embellishments, adding 

elegance and grace to the wearer's look. 

 Kasu Mala (Coin Necklace): Kasu Mala is a type of necklace that features gold coins strung together 

in a chain. The coins may bear engravings of deities, historical figures, or intricate patterns. Kasu 

Malas are often passed down as heirlooms and are worn as a symbol of prosperity and tradition. 

 Kempu Jewellery : Kempu Jewellery, also known as temple-style Jewellery , is famous for its use of 

vibrant red and green gemstones, particularly rubies and emeralds. It is often set in gold and adorned 

with intricate designs inspired by temple architecture and mythology. 

 Lacquer Jewellery: Lacquer Jewellery  is unique to Karnataka and is crafted using a technique called 

"nagarebharana." It involves applying colored lacquer onto metal surfaces, resulting in vibrant and 

attractive designs. Lacquer Jewellery  is lightweight and is popular among women, especially during 

festivals and weddings. 

 Nethi Chutti (Maang Tikka): Nethi Chutti is a type of head ornament worn by women in Karnataka. 

It consists of a central pendant or embellishment attached to a chain or string that adorns the 

forehead. The pendant is often adorned with gemstones, pearls, and intricate designs, reflecting the 

region's artistic traditions. 

 Oddiyanam (Waist Belt): Oddiyanam is a traditional waist belt that holds significant cultural and 

aesthetic value in Karnataka. It is worn by women during special occasions and weddings. The belt 



© 2023 IJRAR June 2023, Volume 10, Issue 2                         www.ijrar.org (E-ISSN 2348-1269, P- ISSN 2349-5138) 

IJRAR23B4650 International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) 820 
 

is typically crafted in gold and is embellished with intricate designs, gemstones, and motifs inspired 

by nature and mythology. 

 Pendants and Lockets: Pendants and lockets are versatile Jewellery pieces that can be worn with 

various necklaces or chains. In Karnataka, historical pendants and lockets often feature religious 

symbols, deities, or intricate designs. These pieces hold religious and sentimental significance for the 

wearer. 

 Temple Jewellery: Karnataka is known for its exquisite temple Jewellery , which is primarily used 

for adorning idols and deities in temples. This type of Jewellery  is characterized by intricate 

designs, elaborate motifs, and the use of precious metals and gemstones. 

 Vanki (Armlet): Vanki is an armlet or upper arm bracelet worn by women in Karnataka. It is 

traditionally crafted in gold and features elaborate designs, including motifs of peacocks, elephants, 

or intricate filigree work. Vanki is considered a symbol of femininity and is often worn during 

weddings and festive celebrations. 

TECHNOLOGY: 

Historical Jewellery in Karnataka is created using various traditional techniques and craftsmanship 

passed down through generations. Some of the key technologies involved are: 

 Casting: Jewellery is often made using the lost-wax casting technique. A wax model of the desired 

ornament is created and encased in a mold. Molten metal is poured into the mold, replacing the wax, 

and once cooled, the mold is broken to reveal the final Jewellery piece. 

 Dhokra Casting: Dhokra casting is an ancient method of metal casting used in Karnataka's Jewellery 

-making. It involves creating intricate patterns and designs using wax or clay, which are then coated 

with layers of clay. The clay mold is heated to melt the wax or clay, leaving behind a cavity in the 

shape of the desired Jewellery piece. Molten metal is poured into the mold, and once cooled, the clay 

is broken away to reveal the final metal Jewellery piece. Dhokra casting allows for the creation of 

intricate and detailed designs. 

 Enameling: Enamel work is prevalent in Karnataka's Jewellery -making. It involves fusing powdered 

glass onto metal surfaces using high heat, creating a colorful and glossy finish. Enameling 

techniques like basse-taille and champlevé are used to enhance the beauty of Jewellery. 

 Goldsmithing: Goldsmiths play a crucial role in crafting historical Jewellery. They possess expertise 

in working with gold and other precious metals, including shaping, soldering, and polishing. 

Goldsmiths use traditional tools and techniques to bring intricate designs to life. 

 Granulation: Granulation is a technique used in historical Jewellery where small metal beads or 

granules are fused onto the surface of the Jewellery piece. The granules are heated until they melt 

and bond with the metal base, creating a decorative effect. Granulation can be used to create 

patterns, motifs, or borders on the Jewellery, adding texture and visual interest to the design. This 

technique requires skill and precision to ensure proper fusion of the granules. 
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 Kundan Setting: Kundan setting is a technique used in historical Jewellery that involves setting 

gemstones, usually uncut or semi-precious stones, into a metal base using gold foil. The metal base 

is usually made of gold or silver, and the gemstones are placed in pre-formed cups or settings. The 

gemstones are secured in place by carefully shaping and folding the edges of the metal around them. 

This technique allows for intricate and elaborate designs with a smooth and seamless appearance. 

 Meenakari Work: Meenakari is an enameling technique used in historical Jewellery, where colored 

enamel is applied to metal surfaces to create intricate designs. The process involves engraving the 

metal surface with delicate patterns and filling the grooves with enamel paste of different colors. The 

piece is then fired to fuse the enamel onto the metal, resulting in vibrant and detailed designs. 

Meenakari work is often combined with other techniques like filigree to create visually stunning 

Jewellery . 

 Repoussé and Chasing: Repoussé and chasing are metalworking techniques used to create raised or 

textured designs on the surface of the Jewellery. In repoussé, the metal is shaped by hammering or 

pushing it from the back to create a raised design on the front. Chasing is the process of refining and 

adding detail to the raised design by using various specialized tools and techniques. These 

techniques are often used in combination to create intricate and three-dimensional designs in 

historical Jewellery . 

 Stone Setting: Gemstones are an integral part of historical Jewellery in Karnataka. Skilled artisans 

use various stone-setting techniques, such as bezel setting, prong setting, and pave setting, to 

securely mount gemstones onto the Jewellery piece. These techniques ensure the stones are held 

firmly in place while showcasing their beauty. 

 Wirework and Filigree: Wirework and filigree techniques involve shaping thin metal wires and 

soldering them together to create delicate and intricate designs. The wires are twisted, coiled, or bent 

to form patterns and motifs, and then joined together using soldering techniques. Filigree work often 

incorporates gemstones, beads, or enamel to enhance the beauty of the Jewellery piece. These 

techniques require a high level of skill and precision to achieve the desired intricate patterns and 

designs. 

CONCLUSION: 

The study on the role of historical Jewellery in Karnataka sheds light on its significance, types, and 

the technology involved, emphasizing its cultural, social, and economic importance. Historical Jewellery in 

Karnataka serves as a tangible representation of the region's rich heritage and artistic traditions, reflecting 

the status, wealth, and power of individuals within the society.  The diverse types of historical Jewellery 

found in Karnataka, such as temple Jewellery, filigree work, kempu Jewellery, and lacquer Jewellery, 

showcase the mastery of artisans and their ability to create intricate designs and motifs inspired by 

mythology, temple architecture, and nature. Each type has its unique characteristics, gemstone 

embellishments, and methods of craftsmanship, making them visually stunning and culturally significant.  

The technology employed in crafting historical Jewellery involves traditional techniques such as casting, 
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enameling, stone setting, and goldsmithing. These techniques require skill, precision, and a deep 

understanding of materials to create intricate and visually appealing designs. The use of technology ensures 

that the Jewellery pieces are durable, beautiful, and able to withstand the test of time.  The study highlights 

the economic importance of historical Jewellery, as it has been a thriving industry in Karnataka for 

centuries. The craftsmanship and artistic excellence of Jewellery making have provided employment and 

sustenance for skilled artisans, goldsmiths, and other professionals involved in the trade. Historical 

Jewellery has also served as a valuable trade commodity, attracting patrons and traders from far and wide. 

Furthermore, historical Jewellery plays a crucial role in the preservation of cultural heritage. These 

Jewellery pieces act as tangible links to the past, carrying cultural and sentimental value. They are often 

passed down as heirlooms, connecting individuals to their ancestors and serving as a source of pride and 

identity. By preserving and showcasing historical Jewellery, Karnataka's rich cultural heritage is 

safeguarded for future generations to appreciate and learn from.  In addition, historical Jewellery attracts 

tourists and promotes cultural exchange. Exhibitions, museums, and cultural events showcase the beauty 

and craftsmanship of Karnataka's Jewellery -making traditions, drawing visitors from different parts of the 

world. This not only contributes to the promotion of tourism but also fosters a greater understanding and 

appreciation of the region's cultural diversity.  The study highlights the immense significance of historical 

Jewellery in Karnataka, encompassing its cultural, social, and economic aspects. The diverse types of 

Jewellery and the intricate technology involved underscore the region's artistic excellence, cultural heritage, 

and the interplay between tradition and craftsmanship. Historical Jewellery serves as a bridge between the 

past and present, connecting individuals to their roots and contributing to the cultural fabric of Karnataka. 
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